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Mission To improve lives through 
data, research, engagement, 
and action.

Vision Prosperity for all

Ensuring everyone has an 
opportunity to build and 
share in the Houston region’s 
prosperity.
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Our approach
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• Overview of the Greater Houston Community Panel (GHCP)

• Findings from research done in the past year with the GHCP focused 
on results in Fort Bend County, including: 
• Attitudes on the economy and residents’ financial situations

• Concerns about the environment and its impacts on health

• Housing affordability and experiences with temporary homelessness

• The power of social connectedness

• And more…

Today’s agenda



Greater 
Houston 
Community 
Panel



• Study includes more than 10,000 residents 
from Houston, Harris, Fort Bend, and 
Montgomery counties

• Follows same adults over time with surveys 
administered online throughout the year

• Provides respondents with an incentive for 
each survey they complete

• In total, 16 surveys administered in the past 
4 years, more than 1,200 surveys questions 
asked, over 12 million data points gathered

7

Greater Houston Community Panel
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Who’s in the GHCP from Fort Bend County

Ages of 
respondents

Race and 
ethnicity groups

Education levels

18 to 29 
years 
old
17%

30 to 54 
years 
old
48%

55 years 
and older

34%

23%
21%

25%
27%

Asian Black Hispanic White
Up to HS diploma

23%

Some college, associate's 

degree
23%

Bachelor's degree 

or more
55%



Concern about the 
economy and what 
the future holds
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The economy was the most commonly identified “biggest problem” 
facing the Houston area in all three counties, including Fort Bend –

almost doubling in 1 year

16%

23%

16%

14%
13%

19%

25%

17%

24%

15%

11%

22%

24%
25%

20%

12%
13%

24%

17% 17%

25%

21%

14%

25%

18%

16%
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Economy Crime &
safety

Traffic Cost of
housing

Economy Crime &
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Traffic Economy Crime &
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Largest single-year drop in the percent rating job opportunities 
as good or excellent ever detected in Fort Bend County

73%

44%

69%

40%

74%

48%

0%

25%

50%

75%

Survey Year

Fort Bend County Harris County Montgomery County



12

In addition to lower perceived opportunities there’s still a gap by 
education level and race/ethnicity

People thinking they have “good” or “excellent” job opportunities

44%

34%

42%

48%

37% 38%
41%

56%

Up to high
school

diploma

Some college Bachelor's
degree or

more

Asian Black Hispanic White

Overall Education level Race/ethnicity
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Around one quarter of Fort Bend residents reported experiencing 
financial strain or a worsening financial situation

1 in 4 27% 
Finding it difficult 
or just getting by

Unable to cover a 
$400 unexpected 

emergency

Household’s financial 
situation has worsened 
in the past 12 months

22% 
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More than half of residents have a positive economic outlook, and 
slightly more feel in control of their financial situation

57% 55% 
Have opportunities to 

improve financial 
situation

Be better off in the 
next 3 to 4 years

Have control over 
future financial 

situation

6 in 10 



Concerns with and 
wanting to clean up 
the environment



Residents concerned about extreme weather in their local 
community, and this was pretty consistent across income groups

77%

66%

76%

75%

76%

71%

72%

80%

78%

75%

73%

77%

75%

68%

67%

78%

76%

67%

65%

77%

Less than $25,000 $25,001-$49,999 $50,000-$99,999 $100,000-$149,999 $150,000 or more

Flooding

Wind or hail damage

Cold or freeze events

Extreme heat
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Residents concerned about pollutants in their local community, 
and this varied a little bit across income groups

58%

71%

67%

64%

64%

72%

73%

68%

61%

69%

64%

63%

56%

67%

57%

60%

56%

66%

55%

55%

Less than $25,000 $25,001-$49,999 $50,000-$99,999 $100,000-$149,999 $150,000 or more

Air pollution from burning fossil fuels

Nearby industry releasing pollutants into the air, water, or soil

Unpleasant or offensive smells

Noise pollution
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Residents concerned about contamination from built environment in 
their local community, and this varied a bit more by income group

65%

68%

71%

62%

67%

71%

72%

74%

67%

74%

66%

62%

66%

59%

67%

59%

51%

60%

53%

59%

60%

48%

55%

49%

56%

Less than $25,000 $25,001-$49,999 $50,000-$99,999 $100,000-$149,999 $150,000 or more

Lead exposure from paint or old pipes

Illegal dumping of trash and waste

Nearby waste management or water treatment facility

Having access to clean drink water

Broken or aging city/municipal water pipes
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Residents want brownfields cleaned up and many are concerned 
about the impact of the environment on their health

of residents say it is either 
important or very important to 

clean-up of brownfields

Concern about the impacts of the 
environment on their health varied by 

income

84%
72% 69% 70%

59%
53%

Clean up brownfields



Attitudes towards 
immigration and 
experiences with 
discrimination
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Fort Bend’s diversity often comes from outside the United States, 
and residents see the contributions immigrants make

78% 

About 1 in 3 
residents born 
outside the US

Residents agree 
immigrants contribute 
more to the American 

economy than they 
take

Also agree that 
undocumented 

immigrants contribute 
more than they take

6 in 10 
Born 

outside 
the US

31%
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Residents reject false narratives, mass deportation, and the idea 
that Houston would be better without undocumented immigrants

21% 

Disagree that 
undocumented 

immigrants contribute 
to unemployment

Low support for mass 
deportation efforts

Disagree that Houston 
would be better if all 

undocumented 
immigrants were 

removed

7 in 10 76% 
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Residents see the immigration system as broken and want the 
issue of undocumented immigration solved with more pathways

71% 

Disagree that the US 
immigration system is 

working well

Solve the issue of 
undocumented 
immigrants by 

increasing pathways to 
citizenship

Ensure undocumented 
immigrants have the 
right to attend public 

schools

8 in 10 78%
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Even as Fort Bend embraces its diversity, we do not always get it 
right when interacting across differences

Personal experience with 
discrimination

Vicarious experience with 
discrimination

More than 
4 in 10

residents reported at least one personal 
experience feeling like they had been 

discriminated against in the past 12 months

36%
of residents reported at least one vicarious 
experience of discrimination in the past 12 

months. Vicarious discrimination was when a 
resident was aware of a friend or family 

member who had been discriminated against.
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Most common types of personal discrimination were experienced 
because of race and political views

26%

21%

13%

13%

11%

11%

11%

9%

4%

4%

1%

Race

Political views

National origin

Gender

Social class

Age

Cultural heritage

Religion

Sexual orientation

Disability

Another reason (please specify):
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Personal discrimination about doubled the likelihood of residents 
reporting poor or fair physical and mental health

Poor or fair physical health Poor or fair mental health

15% v. 7%

Likelihood a resident reported their physical 
health as either poor or fair was more than 
doubled if they had experienced personal 

discrimination in the past year. 

19% v. 11%

Likelihood a resident reported their mental 
health as either poor or fair was almost 

doubled if they had experienced personal 
discrimination in the past year.



Feelings about 
crime and 
safety
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Many see crime as a big problem facing the Houston area

How big of a problem is crime in the Houston area?

72%
of residents rated the problem a 7 or higher 
on a scale of 0 = Not at all a problem to 10 = 

A very big problem
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Residents see their neighborhood as a safe place to live, but are 
less likely to share that same view of the Houston area

Think their neighborhood is a safe 
place to live

95%
of residents either somewhat agreed, agreed, 

or strongly agreed their neighborhood is a 
safe place to live

Think the Houston area is a safe 
place to live

56%
of residents either somewhat agreed, agreed, 
or strongly agreed the Houston area is a safe 

place to live
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Most residents feel safe walking around their neighborhood (even 
at night), and rarely feel unsafe in their daily lives

Walk alone in their neighborhood at 
night without fear

How often resident feels unsafe in their 
day-to-day lives?

85%
of residents either agreed or strongly agreed 

they could walk alone in their neighborhood at 
night without fear of being attacked or harassed.

15%

49%

29%

5%
2%

Never Rarely Sometimes Often Almost
always
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About half of residents 
reported being the victim of 

some sort of criminal or 
unwanted activity in the past 

year, most often road rage

50%
of residents reported being the victim of at 

least one criminal or unwanted activity in the 
past year

39%

19%

11%

9%

6%

6%

5%

4%

3%

3%

3%

2%

2%

Road rage, such as being threatened or

aggressively followed by another driver

Harassment, threatening, abusive,

annoying, or intimidating behavior

Online abuse or cyberbullying, such as
comments on Facebook, X (Twitter), or…

Car break-in

Domestic violence, such as physical or

verbal abuse from a partner or family…

Property damage, such as graffiti or

arson

A shooting, such as random gun violence

Car theft

Physical assault, such as punching,

kicking, or pushing

Robbery or burglary, such as someone
breaking into your home or mugging you

Sexual assault, such as unwanted

touching or rape

Other (please specify)

Gang violence



Housing 
affordability and 
temporary 
homelessness
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Large percent of Fort Bend County residents are homeowners

of housing units are owner-occupied in Fort Bend County
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About half of residents reported finding it difficult to pay for their 
housing, and this was higher among renters

Find it at least a little difficult to pay 
for housing 

5 in 10
residents said it was at least a little difficult, 

and the same amount also reported worrying 
about being able to pay for their housing

Renters who find it difficult to pay 
for their housing

74%
of renters reported it was at least a little 

difficult to pay for their housing, and 1 in 8 
reported moving in the past year as a result
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Most common reasons for affordability challenges was increases in 
day-to-day expenses and higher utility bills

89%

80%

71%

65%

52%

49%

32%

24%

16%

10%

7%

Increases in other day-to-day costs, like groceries or childcare

High utility bills

Mortgage or property tax increase

Insurance costs (e.g., homeowners', flood, renters’, wind damage)

Fee increases (e.g., pet rent or HOA fees)

Rent increase

Job loss, unsteady income, or loss of income

Expensive repairs due to severe weather events (e.g., Hurricane…

Changes in family (e.g., new baby, divorce/separation)

Other (please specify)

Loss of housing assistance



• Most areas in Fort Bend County had 
fewer than 10% of residents saying 
they had to move in the past year 
because they could no longer afford 
where they lived

• The Meadows Place, Woodbridge, 
and Pheasant Creek area had slightly 
higher levels: 11%

36

Less than 10% of residents have 
been forced to move in most areas
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Residents are also worried about being priced out and forced to 
move in the future

Worried they will be priced out of 
their current home in the next 12 

months

5 in 10
residents said they were at least a little worried 
they will be priced out of their current home in 
the next 12 months, including 75% of renters

One-third of residents worried they will 
be forced to move in the next 12 months

At least a 
little 

worried
31%
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Couch-surfing, doubling-up, and other forms of temporary 
homelessness in Fort Bend County

Percent of Fort Bend County residents 
experiencing temporary homelessness in 
the past 12 months by annual income Approximately 

6,120 
Fort Bend County residents who experienced temporary 

homelessness in the past 12 months

7%

5%

3%

1%

Less than $25,000 $25,000 to $49,999 $50,000 to $99,999 $100,000 or more
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Couch-surfing, doubling-up, and other forms of temporary 
homelessness across the Houston region

15%

10%

3%
1%

Less than $25,000 $25,000 to $49,999 $50,000 to $99,999 $100,000 or more
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Houston-area residents experiencing temporary 
homelessness in the past 12 months by annual 
income Approximately 

141,000 
Houston-area residents who experienced temporary 

homelessness in the past 12 months



The importance of 
social connections in 
Houston



• Knowing one another
• Personal & professional connections
• Social cohesion

41

Key concepts for social connectedness



0% 100%10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%

How Democrats think 
Republicans answered

How Republicans think 
Democrats answered

74%

35% 91%

97%

Knowing others has policy implications, such as passing 
universal criminal background checks for all gun sales 

How Democrats 
actually answered

How Republicans 
actually answered



35%

74%

63%

52%

50%

53%

60%

63%

58%

91%

97%

97%

96%

94%

95%

92%

95%

97%

Republicans

Democrats

Black

Hispanic

White

Asian

Upper class

Working class

Middle class

Political partyPolitical party

Race/ethnicity

Social class

What others think we think What we actually think

Nearly universal support for universal criminal background 
checks across all groups, and we don’t know it



The Power of 
Social Connections

High levels of social cohesion 
and connections matter for our…

HealthWealth Safety



How much 
control do you 
have over your 
financial 
situation?

Wealth

85%

69%
$150,000 or more

Strongly agree

Likelihood of reporting “some” or “a lot” 

Strongly disagree

Household income
below $25,000

49%
36%

"I have enough personal or professional 
connections that can 

help me find a better job, get promoted, or 
advance my career."



In general, 
how would 
you rate your 
physical 
health? Lower

social cohesion
Less than $25,000

41% 41%

60%
70%

Household income
$150,000 or more Higher

social cohesion

Likelihood of reporting “ very good” or “excellent”Health



“I feel safe 
walking alone 
at night in my 
neighborhood”

Safety

84% 83%

Higher
social cohesionNever

Likelihood of agreeing

Almost always

Lower
social cohesion

58%
50%

"How often do you feel unsafe 
in your day-to-day life?"



Takeaways and 
looking to the 
future



• Residents’ concern about the economy has grown in the past year

• Single biggest decline in perceived job opportunities ever detected

• Many residents doing well, while a segment continues to experience 
strain, which is concentrated among certain groups

• Outlook remains positive for a majority of residents

Key takeaways about the economy



• Widespread concern about the environment, including natural 
disasters, pollutants, and exposure to contaminants 

• Some concerns vary by income, but more than half of highest earners 
($150,000+) reported concern

• Residents want actions to clean brownfields and protect against 
environmental impacts on their health

Key takeaways about the environment



• Fort Bend is one of the most diverse counties in the country

• Residents value the contributions of immigrants, recognize Houston is 
better for having immigrants, and want to see the broken immigration 
system fixed to allow for expanded pathways to citizenship

• Don’t always get it right across differences with half of residents 
reporting either personal or vicarious experiences of discrimination

Key takeaways about immigration and discrimination



• Most Fort Bend County residents see crime and safety as a big issue 
for the Houston area

• Residents feel safe in their neighborhoods and in their daily lives

• Half of residents experienced some sort of criminal or unwanted 
activity in the past year, most often road rage

Key takeaways about crime and safety



• Fort Bend remains a predominantly homeowner county

• Many residents report some difficulty and worry in paying for their 
housing, something that is particularly true for renters

• An estimated 6,120 residents experienced temporary homelessness in 
the past year in Fort Bend County, and about 141,000 experienced it 
overall in the region

Key takeaways about housing affordability and temporary 
homelessness



• We are more aligned than we think on key social issues, like gun 
control

• Social connections matter for our wealth, health, and sense of safety

• Social connectedness often matters as much or more than a person’s 
annual income for these things as well, and we can all build better 
connections with one another

Key takeaways about the power of social connectedness



• Who else needs to see this information? 

• What additional information is needed? 

• Data and information that lives on shelves does nothing to improve the lives of our 
area’s residents, so what can we all be doing to bring this information to life?
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Looking ahead



56

All of the Kinder Institute’s research is made available 
for free on our website

Explore more at 
kinder.rice.edu/research



Kinder Institute for Urban Research
Rice University

Find us online: kinder.rice.edu
Connect with us: kinder@rice.edu
Connect with me: dpotter@rice.edu 

Questions
 &
Thank you!

mailto:kinder@rice.edu
mailto:dpotter@rice.edu
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